PREACHED 


To the Honourable Houſe 


O F . 


COMMONS, 


At their late Solemn F as Tt, Febr. 234. 1641 


: 


II Ir RE OI” ———_ — 


By STEP HEN MARSHALL, BD. 


Miniſter of Finching fitld in Eftex. 
———<— —— 
Published by order of that Houſe, 


\ 


P,S4a LM. 123 Veil, 6, & g. 


the peace of Leriſalem-3}. they ſhall that love thee. 
pn doh pmed ooh ye God , Fo oath good. 


>. 


$—— | 
| LONDON, LEES 
bf Boon, for San uns Gaaniiznanc, 


- 


—_ Wen. 1 4 DE ONE AG ew! Abt = AH A ot » | 


S& 4 \A, 4 i; bY 7 ' 
- ” EET Sx : 
$6 4 $hes "AL<F 
4 35 <3 >iÞ p 
ZR 
TE ie 
© 5 4 KC * = 5 
h _- y \. 
4 WS. REEF. 
* | = * -P S Fl , 
wm £4 8 "2 = 
> «. _'Y 


Homo 
Houst of C6 Ir 


Now A$s$8EMB 4 D. 


PARLIAM E 


*. 


ey 1 Tis. ft my _ m= 
; Should laſtas longs or 
ER ONMANAs , for ſo 4 

havwe res interpreted. your 
Requeſtsand defires tobe. 'As 1 
never had the confidence to pre: 
ſent-you with any thing-Proper: 

ly mine, ſo neither will I bee 
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Pry optton..' But. Fiam 
Bd not to make that uſe of 
Perien ce of your patience 
F hearing the Sermon, as to 
try it further with the leath of 
a" Dedication: Only"T thinke it 
my dutie to ſecond my propoſiti- 
0a\w ith my prayers, That God 
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your endeavours for his Church) 
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Je CMeros (ſaid the Angell of the Lord) cn 
ye bitterly the i mtu thereof, becavſe the 
uorto the helpe of the "Lord, {0 the of the 
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A Sermon Preached at the late Faſt, 


Exod. I 5: 


þ | Sam.1 $. 


Chapter. 


Indg; 4 3 


ſhame and confuſion of their enemies were celc- 
brated,. preſerved and ſo delivered over ropoſtec- 
ritic. The Romans hadtheir Salis Prieſts, who af- 
ter any viRorice went dancing through the City , 
finging their Hymnes, and Peans to Mars,and the 


' reſt of the- fayourable Gods. And the Grecians, 


ſomerimes in Verſes, ſometimes by Scalpture , uſed 
ro ſet forth their famous Battels and ViRories, 
yet alway esattributing the higheſt glory of alfto 


their Gods, whom they ſuppoſed to bee preſent 


with them, ProteFors oyer them, and ffehrers for 
them. This courle, Ithinke, the'Divell learned 
from the Lord lehgvah's dealing with his owne 
people, whoalwayes dirceth them thus to cele- 
brate his noble acts, and their great deliverances. 
Thus Moſes and Aaron ſang unto the Lord, 
when he tr:umphad gloriouſly over Pharach and all 
his Hoaſt, making them ſenke like a ſtane to the bottome 
of the Red Sea. Thus the: women in-their ſong 
and dance celebrated their yioric over the Phi- 


Thefopeof the Liſtims. - And this whole Chepee is nothing but a 


Triumphant ſong, ſetting forth in-/an elegant and 
loftie verſc, the great viRorie which Barak and 
Deborah and a ſmall armic with them had gotten, 


(the Lord marching before them): againſt King 


 Tabin and his Generall Sifera, who for twentic yeares 


had mightily oppreſſed the children 1ſrael. © 

In which ſong, Fir}, allpr«;ſe and glory is given 
to Jehovah he Tor of hoaſts the (ton 
lead them, by whoſe ſirength, alone the vicoric 
was obtained. Praiſe ye the Lord. for the avenci 
of Tſrael. 1 will ſo 


wente#t out of Seir, &6. Thenthe Song deſcends 
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-*.. tothe due prajſes of their Generall Barak, and his 


aſlitant Deborah, yea the {everall Regiments and 


Companies both of Horſe and Foot doe receive 


the praiſe and reward ot their courage and valour. 
And not only ſo, but the Song proceeds to Stig- 
metize and brand with reproach , and marke out 
for puniſhment all ſuch companies, as had played 
eitherthe Traitours or the Cowards, or were o- 
therwiſe wanting to their dutie in this great ex- 
pedition. Rewben had other Sheepe to turne, hee 
terried among ſt his Sheepfolds to heare the bleating of 


bi fleck. Gilead duſt not croſlethe Water, Dar verk ic, 


cowardly withdrew intohis Ships , {/b»r durſt 
not come from his owne coaſts, God rakes no- 
tice and remembers them all, and lets them know 
he had great thoughts of heart about ir, and in 
time would reckon with them for it. 

But above all his wrath was moſt incenſed a- 
gainſt Merez, apcople of whom 1 


in any other Storie,. þut only in this place , upon 
this unhappic occaſion, you can know no more 
of themthen whatthis place tels-you : and theſe 
few reliques of them,remain as the lake of Sodome 
25 a-monument of their fin, or as a Maſt of a Ship 
ſwallowed up in the quickfand, to warne paſſcn. 
gers to take heed of that dangerous place z oras 
Lots Wife turned into a Pillar of Salt, to ſcafon 
others. .ÞFhis-their ſhort Chronicle I may call 
their Grave-ſtone, which ſecmes to hold out ſuch 
an inſcription, a; they ſay Sennacheribs Tomb had, 


Looke upon me , and learne to be godly. Sothcirs:, 
Looke: upon mee, and lcarne your OWNc darie, 
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gene Looke upon me , and take heed of aſſerting the cauſe 
and. Church of God, when they ſand in => 


Jou,: + 

And the fait. A Text and Theme exceeding ſraſonable. Seafoa- 

bleneſſe of itt0 able tothe #zaes wherein welive,when abundance 

of mighty enemics riſe up againſt the Lord;anda- 

g4inſt bis Church. Seaſonable tothe temper ofmoſt 

people who generally minde their owne things, 

As ps _ notthe things of Chriſt. Seaſonable tothe ov. 

caſiou of this dayes mecting, which' is purpoſely 

forthe helpe of the Lord, and his cauſe,and peo- 

ple.now diſtreſſed in Ireland; Bur to meit ſeemes 

moſt of all ſeaſonable forthis preſent honourable Af 

ſembly who all ſhauld be as the Lord: their Horſes 

as his Horſes; their Chariots as his Chariots; they 

ay allcalled to: bee Leaders and Captaines of 

the Lords Hoſt. The Lord make bur as proficable, 

as Fam ſure it is ſeaſonable; and T'doubt not bur we 
ſhallbezexceceding gaibers by it. | 

Divifion. Inthis Text which I maycall the doome of Me- 

r0&, thereare theſe two thi 

Firſt, the Author of rhe. doome or ſentence, the 

Aveel of thre __ :Cnafd yu Meyoz ſaid. the Angell 


:Secoddly; the Sentence given againſt them : 
| owe Je Morez, Ge 
a ertheſermorkin 
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Curſe ye eMeres, Cnrſe yebitterly, or (as the word 
Fanifies) incurſingcurſe theinhabirants of 'Meroz | 
continue to curſe them; vehemently curſe them, 
never leave curfing them. | 

I ſhall brieflyinterprert the words, and ſo'pro- and incrpceca- 
afliftance') to ſoine profitable ** 


infructions;:- | 
Firſt, the Angell of the: Lord. 1 finde great 

diftercgce among, Interpreters, who this Angell 

of che Lord ſhould be. : Somethinke it was De- 

borab the Prophetefie who penn'd this Song. Some 

thinke Barak the Generall was likewiſe at this 

time inſpiredby the Holy Ghoſt. Some thinke ir 

wasthc Angel that leadthem, Michae/their Prince 

who went:out with chem. Somethiok the Angell 

of the Lord, ſignifies allthat have Divine inſpira- 

tiox, but all agree.in theintent of it, namely, that 

the Amthoris alledged; that allmight know that 

this curſe came nor from the private Spirir of 'Dz- 

borab ox Barak { as Sauls once did;whenhe cnrſed * $434 

every one that ſhould taſte any meate untillthe e- 

venings thatbe might be avenged on his cacmies) 

wp onouaced bythedireRion of God him- 

z an 


canſequently, they who are thus cur. ſ 


ſedarecurſed indeed, The Angell of the Lord, that 


is divine Authortitie. | | 


| cople | | 
werethey 2: could neverJearnc whither Mars: | 
were a Cititora Provisce, few or 'many; rich or 


pooxe, weak orſtrong,” \inthisallfagrecrhar they 


were Jewes,' the Canaazites ſhould not hayebeene j 
arlediorn@joyhing-itir/Farly inittle pratres. 
GO agree,. thatthcy dweſencere Moun: 
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Tabor and the River Kio, the place where this 
barrell was fought, and ſo conſequently necre the 
danger : and in all probabilitie were called by De- 
borah and Barak tocomeand afſiſtthem. Which 
is likewiſe judged to bee the cauſe, why they 
had a heavier doome: then any other. God can. 
not abide to have ſuch ill neighbours tw his peo- 
ple when they are in diſtrefle, 
3. Curſe them. The word 4ignifies , ale- 
Aicere verbs ', malefacere re , to ſpeake evill of 
them.,.to revile them, to reproach them and wiſh 
miſchicfe cothem, to doe any cvill againſt them, 
£0 execute in deed , what they would with in 
words. Wharthe particular Curſewas, -or what 
the event of it was, no man can determine; this 
I finde, which is moſt probable, It'was ordinari- 
ly obſerved among the Jewes, that whatſoever 
was juſtly curſed grew anfruitfull ney! Ifa 
Women were carſed ſhe proved bar If the 


a 


Thornes, no profitable Seed or Plants would grow 
there. If Trees were curſed they withered awa 

If Godscurſe tellupon Hewſes or Cities,the walls 
and Foundations would falldowne. » Gods curſe 
alwaycs waſted that upon which it fell. © Soin 
all likelyhood this curſe is the cauſe wee never 
read more of them. If theywere a Province , 
their Land proved a deſolate Wi erm If a Ciry 


it was. : this. bitter 
ot like he Water r of teal made an end of 
y.came not tothe belpeof he Load 6 


e Aighty. Who arc theſe Mighty ? 
Without 
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Howuſe of Parliament, © 


Without all queſtion by the mighty are literally 


meant king 1abin, and his Geyerall Siſers, becauſe 
theſe were thoſe potent enemics, againſt whom 
the battell was fought. But in Gods intent ( this 
being a Prepheticall Song) the mighty are all, of 
what ranke or qualitie ſoever, whoare eminent in 
wiſedome gronges, authoritie or riches , and man- 
nage ani/lsauſe againſt the Lord or againſt his 
Church. 

Laſtly , they came not out tothe help of the 
LordBy the help of the Lord you will eafily con- 
clude, that intais particular, the help of Deborah 
and Barak are meant. came not to joyn with 
the Tribes of Zabulon and Nepthali, and that ſmall 
handfull of 7ſaelizes who by Gods direRionun- 
dertookethis battell againſt the great Capraine $S-- 


ſera. Becauſe they joyned not their ſtrength with 


Gods people,they arc judged not to help rhe Lord. 
For (as I ſhall ſhew anon ) the Lord and his People 
axe {0 conjoyned , that their friends are his friends, 
and theirencmies are his enemies, and whoſoever 
helpes not them, are interpreted -to-refaſe to 
aſciſt the :Lerd himſelfe. 1: know nothing elfe 
in the Text, that hath the leaſt ſhew of difh= 
culcie. | 
Were this Text to bee handled at large 
in many: Sermons , ſuch Obſervations as thele 
could not briefly be paſſed over : as firſt, 
That although. Gods people muſt (473m) 
bleſſe, bleſſe I ſay, and not curſe. Curſes are edged 
tooles,dangerous to bee medled with, yet there 
may fall out ſuch cafes,that Gods bleſſed ſervants 
muſt come doyyne from Mount eng "yy 
| | foun 
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Mount of-b of big) oo goe up on Mount 777 
the. Mount of Curſing 3 and their ewyſe and cwr/7 
bitterly. Curſe ye Merz ſaid the A ngell of Ft 
Lord. 

Secondly, That although ic be true that the 
curſe cauſe fle ſhall not come, yet when Gods 
people according to Gods direction, (clave non er- 
rawte) doe curſe, their curſe islize the flying Rowle 
which we read of, it conſumes the houſe it lights up- 
on, the timber thereof, and the ftones thereef'. * It is 
like the Wolfes foot, 'of which they ſay, that no 
herbe upon whichie hath once trod will grow af- 
terwards. 

Thirdly, That the mighty doe frequently op- 

pole the Lord, itis no pew thing to finde the 
Mighty i 1Q ſtrength, the Mighty in authoritie, the 
Mighcie in wealth, the Mighty in parts, in Learn- 
iogs. in.Counſell, to engage allagainſt the Lord, 
his Church, and Cauſe: 'The Lambes followers 
and ſervants, are often thEpoore and of-ſcouring 
of the World, when nl, 6 
chants, *and; Waſi ng an drunke with the 
Wineof the Whores fornicatonis 
make warre with the Lambe, and to give all their 
_ h unto the Beaſt, cill the words of God 
fulfilled, 


getter whenthe mighty ofthe wotl d 


doe oppolc the Lord, Gods weave(? roans mnvſt 
notbe afraid to oppoſethe xAighty. F 
3 AadGbly; Thatwhoſoever comeour rojoyn 
y /andto give afliftancetg the; hs 
doth in interpret them all togive 
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Bur beca | diſcourſe uponthis Text, 'in this 
dinto one. 


rt cha ſpactant: fil, I ſhall palte by all 
thele; .many'tber ſeaſormable eruths,which in this 


. Text aje.obvious toallyour'eyes,' and betake my 


ſelfe ro deare one Iefſon only; which you will quick- 
ly ſce to be the maine ſcope and intent,nat only of this 
| ba ne of the greateſt part of this Chaprer,and moſt 
ſcaſonable tor theſe times, for this Aflembly and oc. 
caſion. wiz. | 


The maine 


Ul people are curſed or bleſſed according as they doe oy Doarine 
doe nat joyne their ſtrength and give their beſt aſt]. I 
ſtance to the Lords people ag ainft their enemits. pune, 
I beſeech you ſee how clearethis is, nor only in this 
bs ( God laid. nothing elfe to uMteroz charge bur 
only this, they came not a1 tro helprhe Lord »gainft 
the mighty) but in-other paſſages of this Chaprer ty 
heart is toward theGovernours of 1/1ael ghat offered thetri- - 
ſelves willingly among the people.” Hallelujah, Praiſe the 
Lord, | They are not ſo:much as'named-withourar ,. .5. 
| Epge. The Priscesof Iſachararebleſſ d tor being with 
| Barak. Zebulun and Nepthali were people that jeopar- 
, dedibeir lives tothe death inthe high places of the field. 
| Theſe arebleſſcd alſo, Blefſed above women was Tael the 
| meds Heber the Kenite, Wharniade Lact (uthia bleſe v-1t- 
edmimgn? - Eyenthis,ſhe pie hr hints rhe nate, end ,, 
right hand t0 the workmans hammer, and with the 


of his head, when ſhee 


rn oo mats 
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hammer the ſmote Siſera, ſhe ſwote 


had pierced and ſmitten through his Temples.” Onthe 0- 
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Themes of his pes 47 flockswere tobe 
attended. Gilead: could plead that the River Jordin 
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Mea are —— ca , "Icon Barak 25T his TE Uber 
biaſes, bad hisowne prompar make up,and the 
«af . But Jag fat es i heart them | 
| And woe tohim, relates 
bath great thoughts. The whole Lee, runs inthis 
ſtraide, they are cry<d vp, they are honoured and 
#leſſed. not only the brart of | Gods people, but the foule 
of God himlclte (as may ſay Y tooke pleafure in 
them, who appeared inthe Churches fi deghis @ lea- 
ſore, indignation, wrath and curſe did riſe; againſt all, | 
 whocamenorto the helpe. | 
___ _ Thisis moſt plaineinmany other Scriptures. I 
' ſhallcullout but three among three hundred, ler.48. 
19> That whole Chapter conraines the doomeef Mo. 
&, Gods curſe wasnowto- be execured bo arent 
and you may read of Moab, rhat the &; pee ſent 
3... talnm when his peoplewereind . Let my out- 
caſts dwell with'thee Moab, be thous ſheher tothe in the 
time of 4 ſhorme. Bat Moab was tov proud to liſtento | 
Gods counſelli. Mosh was alwaies art ii} ene Y | 
Iſeadl.. Now Gad comestoreckott with him 
Now the {poyler Irony 4, all his Ciries. And 
tothem who were toexeemnge this vengeance of God 
. agaimſtthem, \ marke what @ «barge 5 givenin'the 
tenth verle, Corſed ic be char duh the worke of the Lord 
S boy Y, ordeccirfulty, asthe word 
nifte "Now whin mis te woltt whith Was 
to be dore *. 
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or ſuch a ples, when his worke wasto % 
gocand cmbrew his hands in the blood of men , tq ſpill * 
and poxyre ouc the bleed of women and hildren, like wa- 
ter incvery ſtreet. Buthe is a courſed mar that with- 
ras his hand from this, or that ſhall doe it fraudulent - 
9 that is,if he doe it as Saw/did againſt the Analckives 
ill ſomeand fave ſome, if he goe notthrongh with 
the work: he is a curſed man, when this is to be x wie 
upon Aſ04b the enemy of Gods Church. So that whaoe: 
ver inoployment men arc put to, they are curſed men, 
that ik i dre: with Godinhis worke. Another 
place you (hall find io Bſgl. 137. 28,9. The daughter 
oF pers wasthcre tobe deſtroyed, obſerve now 
clap of 9/4ag giyc550 the execationers of his 
ar, ain Bleſſed is the may that rewar- 
lg habe ſerged «7» Bleſſed is the man that 
mM TM Sled rinke the ſame cup, which Babylon had 
made Gods 4 4odrivke, Now he that reades the 
booke of t ations may finde how Babylow 
haduſcd the Church of God, they had broken their 
bores 28.2 £102 dioghes the bones of a Lamb,brought 
ecwion , "aſe their skin blacke 
FF Ava and 
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Miiae- beat outthicir braines 


rg 5 


ainſt the walles, "what inhuma- 


<ared or nite and barbaroaſnefle would this be thought? Yer 


— ifthis work be to revenge Gods Church againſt B«- 
bylon, he'is a blefsed man that takes and daſhes the little 
onesacainſt the ſtones. = 0%, EE 

Bur there is one Texe of Scripture ( if no other 
were to be foiind inthe whole booke of God ) which 
is a ſufficient proofe t/ at all ae bleſsed or curſed, accor- 
ding as they doe or doe not helpe the' Church of God in 
their need: and that you ſhall finde, Marth.25. 33. oc, 
The ſumme whereof in a few words is this, Art the 
latter end of that Chapter ' is a'deſcription of the dy 
of Indgement, and ofthe manner of Chriſts proceeding 
at that day. Figſt, that when Teſs Chriſt ſhall come 
in theglory of his Father, he will divide alt the godly 
to the right hand, and all the wicked to the lefs and. 
as' the Shepheard divides the Sheepe f$rom' the 
Goates: Secondly, hee pronouncesall on his righr 
hand Gb/efſced; all upon the left hand carſed , Come yee 
bleſced, goe ye curſed Here are all the an , and here 


arcall the cur ſed/Mark now what is aſhgned as the on- 
ly reaſon. and” evidence why the one fort are bleſved, 
andthe othercarſed.It is moſt plaineinthe Scripture, 
tharatthar day the 'Lord will call people to an ac- 
count for al{they have done in their whole courſe whe- 
ther good or evill-but in this place ChriFt gathers all that 
ſhallbe openedand come to receive bleffing or cur(- 
iog,reward GY rages to this one head, according, 
asthey iid or did'nt helpe and fuctour bis Church and 
people tirheirnimneor reed.” To the one fide, Come yer 

efied receive the hingdome prepared far you;for you vi- 
fited my Chuchwhen it was'fiek, you gave meateto 
_ myChurchwhenit was hungry , e my | 
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4rinke when they \were thirftie, you rooke them in wa help 
when hey were ſtrangers, you cloathed them when they * 

were naked,you came to themwhen they were in priſon: 1na 
much 45 you have dont it untotheſe, even unto oncof the © 
leaſt of theſe my brethren you have done it nnto me. On the 
other fide, Goe ye curſed, Why arethey clirſed ? 1 was 
hungry and yt gave me nomeate,1 was thirſly and ye gave 
me #0 drinke1 wasaftranger and ye took me not in,uiked 
and you cleathed me not, ſick andiin priſon and yeviſited 
me not: Verily 1 ſay unto you, inaſmuch as youdid it not 
wnto the leaſt of one of hel, ye did it not tome. AvifFthe 
Lordat that great day: did take notice of nothing, bur 
whatthe carriage of-all- people hath«sbeene'to:or 3- 
gainſt his Church andchildren. + What greater evi- 
dence can there be inthe world, that men are bleſſed 

or curſed; than this*that they cither doe, or doe not be!p 

the Church of God. 

This will yer be-clearer if we confrder the Churth. Demontra- 
F:r\t,as it ſands in relation to Ged; Secondly;\aswe © 
ſtand in relation tothe Church. 

Firſt, as the Church ſtands in relationto God : Fir, from 
when I ſpeake of God in relationto the Church, or hes relari 
the Churchto God; you muſt alwaycs underſtagd+* 
Godin Chriſt, Emanuel, God is in Chriſt reconciling the Being made 
world unto himſelf. And thus the Churches relation to him in 
God,gives us twoextcllent grounds of this doQrine. ©* 

Firſt,, the Church and the meancſt member of ic 

* is wnited to him, made ove with him, they are nor 0n- 
ly his ſervants, 'his friends,” ſuchas he loves, but hee 
and they'make-bur one perſon, T:meane: ore myſticall 
| ls Wee thatthroughout the whole Scripture 
thatbleſſcththery bleſſeth bimghe thatcurfethrhem 
curſcth him , hee thar rn” them relicveth ws 
| 3 | | 
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a ««-hethar.fights againſt them'fights oggink him; he tht 
_- er ble couches them touches the Apple of higjeye, all the re- 


—— —— lations which argue intimacie, tendernefſe and deare- 
neſle, meete inthis conjunctionbetwinr God and his 
Church, heischeic Father they are his #h/{drex, he is 
their head, they arc his members , hee istheir husband 
they are hus wife, yea they are called by his wame and 
he vouchlafes to becalledby thair name. Take but 
this forgranted, and you will make no doubt, but all 

men are bleſſed or curſed, as they doe or doe nothel 

the Lord. The Lord Ichowabis the fountaine of a 
blefſednefle more than the Sunve is the fountaine of 
light, from his favour and good will neceflarily lows 
all happineſle, aod conſequently all are bleſſed or cur- 
ſed according as theaſpet berweene God and them 
is malignant or benevolent. This ground is fully laid 
downein that forementioned place, Matthew 25. 70s 
did it to them therefore you id it tome, you refuſed it to 
them, therefore you refaſed it to me. Itis clearely there 
Hb cauzhe, bur I believe rhere-is no man onearth thar un- 
dcxſtapds it, or believes it fully. And that very Text 
gives mca hinttothinke ſo.' Becauſe the very righte. 
ous themſelves, thoughthey doe all tothe Sainrs out 
ofthe good will they beare to Chrift, yet when Chri# 
ſhallacknowledgethis andſay , Come yee bleſred, you 
fed mt, you cloathed me, you viſited me, They ſhall anſwer 
Lord, when [aw we thee an hungred, or thirſtie, or a ftran- 
er, or 
Thee? It ſhews that themſelvs did nar fully underſtand 
how.neare they wereito, Chriſt for whom they did 
all theſe things.” I have ſomewhere read 2 
of a Sarazen Embaſſador, who being with a Chriſtian 
Prince and ſecing Nobles and great men to wait upop 
* | him 


or ficke, or in priſon and adminiſtred unto * 


Irie 


I Ts ee ere 
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full of poore ragged 
they were, to whom he 
wered 9. this ce, 


they were the ſervants of 


his Lord, avd that hee ſerved his Saviour in them. 


We.l ſaid the Embaſſador, if your Lord have no bet- 
rer ſervantsthan theſe, Idefire to be none of them. 'I 
care not for your Religion.” ' And-trulyit/js- a hard 
thing 19 perſwade not only $4raGens but even Chriſtie 
4nst 


jects, the oft-icouring of the world ſhould be done to 


Chiiſt himlelfe. /No carthly Prince world-doe [o,- 
' equally co accept and reward him, that ſhonld give a 


nightslodging or any fuccour to one of his meatieſt 
and baſeſt groomes,as if it had beene done to the per- 
ſon of himſclfeor of bis ſon. Yet this is thevery 
caſe betwixt Chriſt and his Church. ND? 


Scecandly, anothet ground fromrhe Churches re- 
lation to-God, is this hat as theirperfons are necrcly: 


united $0 him, fo their cauſe is his Exvife. As they ac - 
count everycauſe of Godro be theit cauſe) fo God 
accountSevery caulcoftheitsro be hiscanſe, 2 Chro. 
20, Moab and Ammon and they of Mount" Seir, 
came with a huge armie- agaitift Tehoſhaphat , hee 
and his-people being ſuddenly ſurpriſed berake them- 
ſcives to prayer, andiecke helpefrom God '; Now 


diſmaied by reaſon of this ereat miblerende , the batbell i 
wot yours 68 Gods, Wasnot the barrel! theirs, all the 


were worth lay upon that barrel}, their wives and 


childreo;their lives and liberties , their conntrey a 


religion, lay allat the flake,” and yet the batte1t none 


of theirs, that is, nor fo auch thous as Gods, foin 


- 
—_— ———— DE | 


| , TT I + 4 +7 > 00. 
a. , ""” FP p b, : WF) nd o "= ot ”. » . : [ — 2k T_ m . * — 
a hay 6 . =, d WH" » I p "3 > : ; \ 
" s , 4 l a” , > 46" _ 7 : s \ l 
-” 
| | | arliament | } 
s , ©. . / 


him,” andthe Prince himfelfero waiteupon a Table icy betp 
IC  defired to. know what God he 


emſelyes,. that whatſoever is done to poore ab- 


maike what Gods anfwer was ,- Be not you aft ard nor 


dſomuchrefpet, he —— 


- 


Their cauſe 


15 his caulc.- 


= 


Verſe 15: 
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Alas. the 74.Pſal. When Aſaph had laid dow 


nal the Chur- 


| jthe reproach and {corn 
. caſt upon them by&theirencmies; he intereſts Godin 

0-24-23 * allthis, Ariſe 0 God;plead thine owne tanſe pemitmber how 
the fooliſh man reproacheth thee, forget not the voiceof 

thine enemies, T hus iS their.cauſe Gods cauſe, their c- 

nemics Gods enemies: and indeed, if we looke intoic 
narrowly, whatſoever isdone tothem andtheir cauſe 

good or evill, is done for Gods ſake, This chenis a 


*—— the waſting of their Countrey 


! 
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« Gblyberhoughe of.The ſalvation of ſoules,the glory 


deſperate ſervices, men will runne, wreſtle,fight for a- 
crowne,though but a corruptiblecrewne. There is com. * ©9525 
fort in doing good to one, buttoadvance the good of 
many,eſpecially of theChurchot God, how honou- 
rable, how 


Allare _ 
bletfed or 


curſe d 


od, Fc." Honour uſes toput menupon hard and 


Inn 


| r10usS iS1t 2 
» Thirdly,Gods cauſe is a ſacceffefull cauſe,ns weapon  riecene 


Cay; proſper that is formed againſt it; and every tongue that fo! cauſe 


riſes up in judgement 4zainſt it ſhall be condemned , The Ila. 44: 17 


mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. This Gamaliel ſaw,',a.,.;s. 
when he adviſedthecouncelt of the high Prieſts,and, 


Pharilces,and Ryulers;to refrainfrom oppoſingthe A. 


poſtles,? this work be of men it will come to nought, but if 
it be of God ye cannot overthrow it, it is in vaine to fight 
againſt God, Since thenithe Churches cauſe is Gods 
cauſe,and conſequently a good cauſe; a noble and ſurceſ: 


ful cauſe,you may eaſily hence conclude the happineſſ 


that accompanies the-promoting of ir. ' And onthe 
contrary as caſily.diſcern,how curſedathing it is,not 
only to undergo the diſgrace of mannaging a wicked 
and . baſeenteipriſe, but:tofail oftharwhich wicked 
men uſeto cheriſhthemſelves with, the hopes of the 
comfort of rewardand obtaining their defires. | 
_ Secondly,confiderour relationtotheChurth.And fuiomeotie 
that affords thzee otherexcellentarguments to prove cu 
men blefled prcurſcd, according as they help or help 


k - 


not the Churchot God. 


with be.may any-wayesbe uſefull ;-they 'are all gi- ,1 uw 
enim tothis v | iceable £0 lens are gj- 
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Mes ze. when heaſcended up on high, are for the perfetFing of 
euie* ®* the Saints and the boilding up of the body of Chriſt, 4s 7 
——— very one hath received a gift, ſo let him miniſter, as good 
5ph-4.rv. fewards of the manifold graces of God, The Church is 
' 12+2-the common ſtorehoufe to which all our wealth muſt 
be carried.Salus Eccleſia ſuprema lex. Which being ſo, 
the happineflſe of. every thing: being the attaimng of 
the end for which it was appointed,andthe curfe of it 
the perverting of it to a wrong end, they muſt needs 
be bleſſed who ferve the Church, and he muſt needs 
be curſed that deprives the Church of its owne due. 
Solomon ſaith.that he that withholds corwe in atimeof fa- 
?:0v,11-26 Mine he people ſhall curſe him, "though it were his own 
corne, but ſuppoſe a man had the keeping of the pro- 
viſion ofthe whole cowne corne,which were none of 


his ewze, he only intrufted with the! keyes ofit, and 


ſhoold ler the people ſtarve for: want of tharfood, 
which heſhould keepe purpoſely for them* orthat a 
man had the keeping of a Magazen for an army ro 
furniſh them wich what might makethem victorious, 
and their ſafety and vitorie hazarded , if nor loſt 
through his default, were not this man a villaine and 
a traitor to his countrey 2 . | 
Que.coxmm- ' Secondly, Confider how xeare the relation is be- 
we-Church twixt the Church and ws, (except we beof the malig- 
©. nant Church, ofthe Dragonrarmie,and then no more 
need be ſaid to prove mencurſed.) 'the Church is out 
Mother,and all the S415 are our Brethren, a relation 
which all lawes of Godand man do faſten dutic u 
7. On. The exe that mockith at his: father or deſpiſeth to obe) 
ton9:21 bas mother the Ravens of the vally fball pick it out ,and th 
Paxl thought he did no more 


young Eagles ſball eat 13. | | 
than his dutie when be had great heavines and continual 
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rrow in his heart, and conld w ſh himfelfe accnrſed from 3: they 

Eb fo his Brethren his reordey wt > were \3-So9g o help no 

Thirdly , All our owne blefſednefle fand's or ' falls of Sod 
with the bleſiedn:fle of the Church. The Church. is our Gans. 
ſuch a corporation or myſticall body, as hath in it all join 
the properties ofa naturall body wherein no members the church, 
canbe happy in an abſtrated ſcnſc, but as parts con- 1 cor. 13. 
joyned with the whole: becauſe every part hath be. ** 
fides the neare relation tothe whole,alubliſtencyin ir, 
which is the foundation of ay other good it receives. 
And foconſequently,the good or gaine of the whole 
is the gainc of cyery member , and whatſoever tends 
to the diſſolution of the whole, cannot but bee de. 
ſtruRive to'all the parts. As when a company of 
Mc<rchants have but onc joyned ſtocke, every penny 
gained or loft is gaine or loſferothemall. Oras itis 


- with a company of paſſengers inthe ſame Ship, ſave 


the veſſel! and you ſave all; fink the Ship , and every 
mans Cabbinis caſt away. Now this1s a more prevai- 
ling argument than reaſon can make, it is gioundedin 
nature which muſt prevaile withall ; Nature makes 
heavie things to aſcend, rather than the whole ſhould 
be <cndangered: by a wacwwm. . Nature teaches the 
tongue to cry out,whenthe toe is trod upon, the hand 
to work;that the belly ſtarve nor, the feet to run, that 
the back be not cold. Every man findsthis inthe naty- 
rall body ; and Gods Spirit dwelling in allche Saints 
workes theſame ſpirituall diſpoſition inthemthar are 
partakers of the divine nature, That there be us Aion 
or diviſion in the body of Chriſt, but that all the member s d.de "$4 
may have the ſame care one for another, That whether one 
reember ſuffer, all the members ſhoald ſuffer with it, or one 
member be honoured. the —" ſhould rejoyce with = 
We — y. 
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Mes ace © BythistimelT hope it is cleare,thatifwe lookupon 
cured of Gods promiſes Or threatnings, men: experience in all a- 
——— pes, or the Churches intereſt in God, his neare union: 
with it, his affefFjon tot, his owning the- Churches 
cauſe , orif weconfiderour own engagements-t0 the 


— _ 


Church, out neareconſunttion with it, and under God. 


the dependaxce of all our comforts and wellfare upon 

ir, we may and muſt conclude ,that all men are bleſſed or- 

cnr(ed according as they help or help not te courchof God. 

application” The reſt of the time I ſhall ſpend inthe Application 
of it, that what is thus cleare toyour judgement and 
conſcience,” may by Gods blefhingtake due place in 

your hearts and converſations. Andthere are but two 
coll:Rions which T ſhall make for uſe. The firſt; bricf- 

ly for terrowr and reproof, the ſecond more largely,for 


exhortation and duty. 
Cares Firſt, for reproofe. This ſpeaks very ſadly againſt 
proofe to | 
chem who TWO forts of people whereof (God knowes) there are 


ni many. hundreds of 'thoufands who vet profeſſe 


nec themfſelvs to be Chriſtians. As firſt, Are all they cur- 
ſed that doe not thus helpe the Lord againſt the migh- 
ty2whatthen arethey ,vho inſtead of helping the Lord 
againſt the mighty, do help the mighty azainit the Lord? 
who inſtead of joyning all their h, and giving 
all their aſſiſtance to the Churchin her diftrefle, doe 


giveallthe aſſiſtance they canto the enemies of the 


Church,that they. may do miſchicf againſttheChurch? 


What ſhall wethinkeoftheſe men ? How many are 
there-who have wy their names intorhe 
Dragons mw? er-book, Oo bi at _ defiance; 

the ChurttroF Chri DT. aſecnire Abe 
Antipodes againftrhe cauſe of God, like Anriochvs, 
making wat againſt che Saints, likerheligle horne in 


& * "TY" F 
% *% # of LM *Y # = % 
—©_ » Vs 


- Daniel” 


gt. ie Mabe BE res is ve. 


take counſel! againſt the Lord and againſt his Annointed, 
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Daniel, wearing out the Saints of the moſs high in all pla. «cuhey bets 
ces where they can prevail?how many others, like the 3736p »= 


Kings and Princes inthe 2. Pal, Set themſelves, aud 5 God. 


Hieging as dcep as bell for counſel to do all the milchicte 
they canta the ſervants ofthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt? How 
many others with Balaam, doe what in them lies to 


.curſethem for reward, who for very malice raile up- 


onand revile the childrenof the moſt High 2, How 
wany others, with Edem; look upon the afflittion of 1(- 
racl., rejoycing over them in the day of their deſtruction, 


ſpeaking proudly in the day of their diſtreſſe, crying ont 4- 


Zainſt leruſalem, down with it,downe with it even to the 
ground. How many others,with Amalek,ſmite the bind- 


they are faint and wearie, adding orrowes and increal- 
iog the burthen of the aflited: How many,with Sax- 
ballat and Tobiah,are grieved when any- are found to 
doe good in 1ſ-ael, endeayouring to hinderthe build- 
ing of $19n,and to further the repairing of the walls of 
Babylon? God knowes there are too many ſuch,] hope 
not many ſuch preſent here this day before the Lord. 
But concerning theſe, if there ſhould be any ſuch here 


mo#t of Gods Church. all who are weake and feeble, whtn 


— 


Plal.r37. 
Deut. 2537 


by whatname or tizleſhall I call them? The Gyants 


Ged, I know no appellation fitter for them, Bur what- 
ſocyer they delight tobe;called, I moſt earneſtly be- 
ſcechthem in their moſt ſecret thoughts to anſwer 
theſe few queſtions. | By what ipjuric hath the'Lord 


thou found in him 2: what hutt hath-Chriſt done to 


o 


thoe ? whatevils are his: righteous {ervants g 
againſtthee 2 Or if thou ad no, I 
» 3 
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of 
0, of 
this: 


who make war againſt heaven,fewaxor,fighters againſt 


provoked thee thus againſt him £ what iniquitie haſt 
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22” A Sermon Preached at the late Faſt 
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Allare cur» tis, but only,nen aws tener poſſum dicere quare.l know 
i or bleſs 0 reaſon, but my heart ſtands againit them. What 40- 
' —— our or reward doſt thou expet tor this deſperate ſcr- 
vice ? What hope haſt thou of ſpeeding ? Canſt thou 
make thy torces ſtrong enough to carry the day 2. O 
friend though thou bceſt proud and dareing, yet benot 
| mad, no weapon will proſper which is formed againſt 
chem. God Fat ſworneit 2gainſt all the people who 
Zeeb-14- fight againſt Teruſalem, that their fleſh ſhall: conſume 
w-leſt thry land upon Cn eyes ſhall rot in #heix 
holes their tongue ſhall conſume away in their mouth. O 
ſer not Briars and thornes to fight againit devonring fire. 
 Lettheporfhiards frive with the Potſheards of the earth, 
1% 27 + butlet not a poor worm fight againſt his maker. Thou 
* #7 arttog'weake to ſtrive'with God. Kicke not againſt 
theſe Pric kes;abſtai ne,abſt aint from thoſe men of whom 
the Lord hath ſaid, he that touches them, touches the ap- 

ple of mine eye. NS. | 
2: To them © Secondly, There are others (not opcnenemics pro- 
Nenters, teſling to take part againſt the Church) whoſtand as 
vexters,who ſtand aloofe of, ſhewing themſclvegs nei- 
ther open enecmies nor true friends, like the Samar: 
tans , who 'fearedthe Lord and ſerved their idols; of 
| whom alſo 1oſephus ſaith, that when the ewes were in 
87 proſperitie the Samaritans weretheir friends, bur were 
ever ſevered from them in their adverfitic. But asthe 
Lord faid'of them when they teared the Lord and 
ſcrved their idols, they feared net the Lord: ſohe will 
one day ſay of theſe they love not the Lord. They 
ſay ſuch as ſtand xevters atc ordinarily cruſhed, which 
fide ſocyer wins,but the Lordacknowledgesno Neu- 
ters. Thistext curſes all them who come pot out ra helpe 
* Him, as wellaschoſe who come ro febragainſt Ts 
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. before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. © 27 
And our Saviouratthe laſt day will as well denounce «they wap 
go ye ewrſed againſt them, who! gave them not bread Gon h 
when thcy were hungry , as-thein who - plucked their —— 
bread away from them; Andi this caſcit is a certaine 

rule, for it is Chrifts rule, 4e that is nor with me,is a- 

gainſt me, And of theſe ncuters there are two ſorts. 

Firſt, S0me ſtand neuters our of policie, becauſe they mares. 
will ſee which ſide ſhall prevaile, 'thatrthey may bee 2 eb 
fureto joyne with the winning ſide, of theſe we have So=c om 
a notable example 2adg. 8. when Gideon was purſuing © 
Zebaand Zalmunnahthe Kings of Midian. hee cals to 1udg-3-4.5- 
the men of Ssccorh, and.the mea of Pexxel to helpe to 


vicuall hisarmie, Give I pray you loaves to them that 


follow me, for they are faint. Bur they would firſt ſee 


what would be the event of the warre, Are the heads of 
Zeba and Zalmunnah in thine hands , that we ſhould _ 
give bread unto thine army? as whoſhould ſay, if you ** 
have gotten the day we are for you, 1tnot, you muſt 
pardon us, we will look on a whale longer 5 and even 

{o do many falſchearted triends deal with theChurch 

of God, turn /zwes when they have an honoured Aor- 

decai and as ready to cut their throats when Haman 
prevailes againſt them. They will beſuce to be of the | 
winning fide that-they may fave thcir owne ſtake. 
but what Grideons anſwer was to the men of 'Succeth 
and Penael, when the Lord hath delivered Ztba and Zal - veriess + 


wurinah into mine hand, then will 1 teare your fleſb with © 

briars and thornes of the wilderwefſe then will [ beate down 

your Towers,and ſlay the men of your Citie , and accor- 

dingly did it : ſuch like doome and execution ſhall all 

policick neuters receive from the handof Chriſt.. PSs 
2 There is a ſecond fort of Neuters who neither for = 


Pppoſe the Churchnor helpe it » nor our of pollicie ful earl 
ut 
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AU arecur- but meere fluggiſhnefſe and defire of eaſe or: baſenes 
dis of ſpirit; loving only their worldly profits and fenſu- 
7 all pleaſures, nothing regarding what.concernes reh- 
| gion, or the Church: like Gallzo the: Deputie of A - 
chaia, who when the 1ewes,one while beat Part , ano- 
ther while the Ruler of the Synagogue ( as the Texc 
48-13. ſayes)cared for none of theſe things.) If it had beene 2 
matter of right or equitte, things belonging to the Ro- 
wan lawes,he was ready to appeare, bur if it be a mvat- 
ter of Religion, it was out of his clement, heis indiffe. 
rent, whether the Beare bite the Dog, or the Dog bite 
the Beare, it isall one tohim. Abundance of chele are 
tobe found every where,of whom we may {ay,as S$4- 
lomon in another caſe, The heart knowes his owne bitter- 
_ neſſe,c#6.' They neither know the Churches bittcr- 
iud. 21.9: R&fTe, nOr are acquainted with the joy of it... Such (I 
thinke) were the men of -7abeſh Gilead, who when all 
the Tribes of Iſrael had bound themſelves by oath to 
roſecute that bloody murder of the Zewites Concu- 
as againſt the Benjamites,and nevertoreturneuntill 
they had avengedir,they ler both ſides alone, they 
had bufinefſe enoagh of their owne at - home, not 
doubting but there were menenough todo thework, 
hionghenbey kept themſelves quiet. Bur this neutrality 
of theirs coſt rhem deare inthe end; their owne heart 
blood paid forit: and it is moſt probable, thar:Meroz 
inthis Texr was guilty of no other fault. ' The-Lord 
grant that they may be warningstous,that we bee not 
made mes others. -I hope this may ſuffice for 
reproofe, DS 4:90 SHrgast : 2-24 Qin 
verſ.r0- The ſecond Uſe,and that which I moſtaime ar, is 
horaion. for exhortation, Oh that I were able to ſpeake ſome- 


whatto raiſe up your ſpirits, to make youtheſc bes 
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helpe the Lord againſt the Allve 
-mij; anightle Tc ET Ca Era tis | 
ce : 


( Right Ho- 
nourable and beloved ) give me an infinite advan- 


with Lethers reſolution, who ted to God, that 
no portion, which God could give him in this 
world ſhould content him but onely this, to bec 
Gods Servant, .to bee a »ſefxil man in his Chutch, 


he would carencither for filyer nor gold, neither for 


honour nor reproach: caſe and labour ſhould bee all 
one,, fo that hee might bee accepted and uſefull . 
And- would the Lord vouchſafe to make my la- 
bour effeQuall with you in this thing , I ſhould 
bee 2 bleſſed man in my worke, and you - ſhould 
goe home the 'bleſſedelt company that cyct met 
inſuchan Aſſemblie. To this end 1 ſhall endeavour 
rwo things, 

Firſt, rogive you zvotives Or incentives tu inflam 
your hearts after ſuch a temper of ſpirit,that you may 
be willi = ive up your {clycs to the helpof the 
Lord hurch. 

Its, ſome diret#jons ro enable youintruth 
and realitic robe uſefull. And alchough moſt of the 
that ] ſhall ſpeake doe chiefely concern you, 
our ble Worthies, yetthey will intheir pro- 
portion reachthe rhe Pgds _ 
Toſtir theſe three motives. 

Firſt, the honour of God. - Certainly the 
end of our living inthis world, is to honour 
Hallowed bethy name, heir petition of cvery 
ane. ly fac the Loeds Prajer. — News yon 


y = 
=, 
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tageto ſpeake, if I were able to improveall for your rh. us 
good. ' The thing 1 aime at, is, to ſend you home the frviee 


'/ Motives 
thereunm,. 
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«| never gives Gy: 7 God as God 
Ih in his right p 


3 From our 


relatio nto 
the Church lake. 


and the 


churche 


gaine- 


£4.31* 


—ly and abſolutcly to ſerve him in what is moſt accc- 


fea pl Ie 
Church. Tot 


Cap,2,44, 


DE 


3ce, till he have devot 


ptable with him. And I have made it-apparent 
thatthe Church of Chriſt ; jp that field from muy 
he expeRs the ws plepr tull crop. of glory 5'and 
and Retef6ts would have the moſtcoſt beſtowed -on 
it, He gets glory by all our ations, but in what wee 
doe forthe Church, wee give kim. glory and that in 
the higheſt degree... ....: 

Secondly ,, as for Gods ſake, ſo forthe Churches 
It is ever well with the Church, when the 
membersof it, doe preferre the Churches, good 4a- 
bove their owne, | Polititians, and Hiſftoriani obſerve 
this of Stares and Empires, that they uſually thrive 
when the Subjeds are Common wealths men, every 
otic endeavouring to promote the publick good. Livie 
obſerves this of Rowe, that ſo long as men would 
leave their trades, farmes and merchandile , Ladies 
part with their Jewels and ornaments, rather thana- 
ny detriment ſhould cometo the Citic , all Nations 
were ſubdued tothem : But when they 
wate,wealths men, every onelabouring to 
po his owne Cabbinonly ; the ſhip p 
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= — En as the priving 
cir _ increaſe fr on 
ene the ares Th Me He < 
feare of the I ord, and the bobs of the Holy Gho 
were multip Bayes. But when once men greiy to ſeeke 
= onnet e-I not the things of Teſys Chriſt, and 
Church, a Church ſaone tell. into a og 


ing conditic As therefore you defire tokeepe up ag,s.,, 
the ſpirits a and fare th of the Church, ſo. labour Þ __ 


keepe up your-own ſpirits for the Church, as you dc- 
bre th — kay Mb ſadocyoutake heed of faint 
ing inthe ſervice of it, 
Thinlly, as for Gods ſake, and the Churches fake, 
jp iagy ar ge rg Cake, for your. owne comfort and ; rom oe 
fir, and tl hat in many reſpeRs. As firſt, Such a 272*89% 
jw of. icit a$this- will beerhe beſt evidence of 
your awne life condition, of yourpeace with God ; 
ris a comfortable ble thing {ora man to hate his lugs, 
to ſtrive againſt.them:,. to, waite upon. dutics. , - x0 
attend' upon Ordinances , to bee often enquiring, 7* o«: in, 
What ſhall: 1 dge to bee ad but all this may bee 
As Ife love (.altbough ſuch..a love God ap- 
a ol I oy Kip wy 2 Toe, | 
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"= breehren , Hereby wee know that wet are tranſlate 
from death to life, bet 


Vert. $1 


CRT? 


Fa. 28, 2 
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+ ſofoith, bur 
- out our felves , our lives, and parts, andallto ſerve 


'& and to preferre the good of ir, before 
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' wee Love" the Brethren. 


_n——" In this _ are the Childrtn of God manifeſt from th: 


children of the Divell : Hee that loves not this bro- 


: Bh-3-14 ther, & mot of God - Hereby wee know that wee arc 


of the truth ,” and ſhall aſſure our htarts before him. 
Every one that loves God, loves him alſothat is be. 


gotten of him. And many 0:her exprefions, as 


if Saint 195» knew no other evidence bur Love; 
now. whar Love is it © "Hee meanes it not of an 
inward affeRion only, to wiſh wdllto.them', and 
by love to ſerve our brethren, to lay 


them, To lay, downe our lives for the Brethren, as 


Chriſt laid downe bu life for 'ms.  Fhis 'was, that 


tat bore up Hezekiahs heart if the time of his ſck- 
nefle', when hee could pleade, Lord', remember 
that 1 have done that which: is good' ind thy froht \. 
What-was the” good that Hezekiah had done?: ©: 
venthis, Hee had ſet himſelfe to'parge Religion , 
to ſetup Gods Ordinances, to make rhe Church 
per, given vp himſelfe to the publick' ſervice 
of the Church of God, This made Nehemiah com. 
fortablyto goe to God; 'Oh my God, wipe*not 
> rhe: vod deeds, that I have done for the Houſe 
obs on Bar ta ary fon form eg toe 
©, any more certain or it  ligneof 2 livi 
encinber of Chiiſts body., and of our conntuaion 
with J=fus Chriſt in his holy Spitit,tharSpirit which 
dwels and aQts in his whole myfſticall _ then 
this, to ſympathize wirhthe Church, to in the 


rejoyce in the conſolations of 
that of 
Our 


it , to re 
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« Dine tan 


our owne foules: > 'Secondly the: hofour. of. {it 
may provoke you. "Ingenuous and 'Noble Spi- 


rits- will doemore for their honour than for their 


gaine, now 'it-you waigh: it Ini the. Ballance 'ot che © 


which God communicates to any Creature; The 


Creatures which are for publick and univerſalluſe, 


are-moſt :noble-and nn. 4h the World mighe 
ſtand well enough without Pearles. and Jewels, 
anda theuſand ſuch like things, but the fire, the 
water , the Sunne..the Earth, which are. fervants 
to all; the World were 1uined without them-. 

Yeathis will makes like tothe Angels; the ex- 
cellenteſt of all Gods creatures , whoſe delight- 
full employment is to bee Miniftring Spirits , 
ſent forth 16 Miniſter for them, who ſhall bee heires 
of. ſalvation.' What ſhall-I ſay, this makes us (more 
w_ eng wp) el(c) = unto. God himſclfe, thox 
nts: - almoſt all the knowledge 

theg 


lory of God, comes from 
th! pres] "God liffolethy; intothe Creature, 
and 'they- 'partake moſt 'of »Gods nature, and 
moſt eminently beare his Image, who are his molt 
uſcfull inſtruments in doing ;good. to his Church 
and'pcople; and if we marke it, wee ſhall (eldome 


findethe Holy Ghoſt in the Scripture, to point - 


chat ſtudy rhe wellfate aud” good of Sion. 

Marke whom Saint Pawl commends in the 
twelfth to'the Romans, and yee! ſhall ſee this is 
the eutiwol theie pealſe; Phebe _— aj; 


ther they Pady che la - but under this notion, 


BT 
the | 


Sanctuary, -youſhall fande ;. that: to: bee @-publick And our 
ſervant of "be Chyrch, 10 have: an-iofluenceinro 62 us God 
the wellfare of many , is the greateſt honour 


Heb. *Is _. 
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| PEER” Charch at Cenchres ji ſheew as 4 faonrer of any: 
L wack Pn 4#d "Priſcilla were Pauls helpers, ready to 
bi "a lay 


owne their neckes for a publick good. Hary, 
_Androwicus, Prban, Triphena, Triphoſa , and ma- 

© Dy other, thisis their commendation, They labog- 
| ved muchinthe Lord. So the houſhold of Stepha- 
14, Paul would have all of themſubjeR to the 
houſhold of Stephanus, he would have them num- 
: (or615 bredamong the Patricis. What was the houſe- 
hold'of Srephanis 5 It may bee ſome honeſt 
Tradeſinan in his Civill xaoke *:* but here is the 
Crowne : They addifted themſelves to the ſervice 
of vhe Saints: and of the meſſcngers of the Chnr- 
ches, ſome good men that came onthe Churches 
errand, the Apoſtle ſaith, if any inquired: what 
they were, what ranck or qualitic they were of, 
hee anſwers, they were -The Meſſengers of the 
Charches , the glory of Chriſt. Yea Saint Paul of 
+ Himſclfe, whoſeldome' gloryed of hizaſelie, who 
wu_ hee: were the greateſt Apoſtle , eſteemed 
himſelfe the greateſt ſinner , yet could not - fore 

beate glorying in” this; That bee: labonred: more 4 
bundantly than 
Churches lay u that hee became all thines to 
all meny that bee might ſave ſome, and the Stigme- 
#4 , the brands.or-markes that hee bore about his 
body for his fervice inthe Church, ; hee' did-moxe 
glory is, than any Neble mancan of his. George 
or Blew Ribband-: You ſhall ſce'it, Gelarhians 
6.verſery9. The Galathiens had uſed Saint Pap! 
ſomewhat-courſely ;jadged bisaRions and intenti- 
ons, and marke how Saint Faulſcemes totakeftare 
upon him , from henceforch let no man trouble mec./ , 


2 Cor, 8,234 
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_ What made himthus higtvin his 
this was a b: 


truth of 'this would eaſily bee ſeene. 


S 

my body, the Stig ws ihe arkss of the Lord leſus: 

L he of his honour, and theretore 
they miſt ule him honourably, and indeed: if WCe 
coparathe honour and glory that reſts upon men 
tor.the ſeryice of Chriſt and bis Church ,-and 
that which Yaihe men ſecke in other things | thy 
uppoſc 
One man could.iay, this wonnd l ible in 
fighcitig for a Miffris in a Duell ;, Another thus, 
my ſtate is empaired in, brangling ſuites at Law, 
Ariother in gameing-and Whorcing,. What fruits 
whatglory eh rele hangs ?. but now on the 0. 
ther ſtde,, when aſervant, of God can ſay, Hec 
14 10s He agency &c. theſe offices I 
loft, his preferiment I went without, thus 'was- 
I ſcorned, thus is my body waſted for Chriſts ſake 


and for his Churches ſake; this is glory indeed, 


thisgloty excecdsthe-hap ineſſe of mortalitic, and 
will outlive all wealth and pleaſure. And allexpe- 
rience ſhewes us, that however ſuch men are maſt 
ppoſed and ſcorned -by the enemies of . the 
Ghuich » who alwayecs moſt fightagainſt the Cz- 
ptaities and Leaders, yet among the-Saints theſe 
are the moſt precious men, one of thereſteemed 
worth a thouſznd of others : and this ſoine thinke 
Saint p90 $0 ans X id che fifth to the. Romans , 
when he Faith , ſcarcth for righteous man will one 
ze, yet  peraduenture {or 4 good man, that is, 
a "uſefull Man, & ſerviceable Main, a Man 
whoſe. life and labours. benefits .many, Some 
would even dare 'to die. THEOR, WH is the 
Reward lefleat the preſcat it may bee ſuch inſtru- 
; T ments 
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irit? 1 beare in aschey belp 


or help not 
Gods Chn, 


Ve7, 
Thirdly in 


the grear- + 
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Rates pot Ropes af Yank A the deepe Seas, 
when the efiſurihgoffice is ihgaged for theit ſceiiri- 
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Firſt, ten tint bee fitted for it z, this Mera ns 
i not made of every wood; the Lotd feeds ng Th- cake uſes 
firumentsz if hee uſe mo, it is proper mt 
tram, not propter indigentian z becauſe hee meanes 
to honout ther; not becauſe they can benefit him: 
and therefore hee will make them choice ſpirirs, 
rare and ſivgulat men to whom hee Will thus Comi- thc prom 
municate his of glory, and three things ſt" * 
meet in then; Firſt; They muſt be godly z 2 Ge: ri comp. 
nefall in an Army, neither gives pay nor command 
eo any; untill they bee duly entred into his muſter- 
book : Now met ire never niimbred among the 
Lambs followers ; their names are not entred into 
his Liſt,votill they be Saints;Read Revelarron where 
ever the Lithbs rollowers are deſcribed ; They ave qc, 


Farh as bave waſhed their Robes, made thi whe 54 


the blood of the Limb; ſrruing him night and any; 14-4; 
they ave redeemed from the earth ; i their month #5 


found #0 g#ile; They that are with the Lamb arc 


calledand choſen thd Faithfall; And it muſt needs be 
ſz for {6 long # men are in theif tinfegenerate 
condition; they afe Sataris vaſſals iti the maine there 
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 bloodot the. Lamb,reſt not till the Spirir of Chriſt 
come to-dwell in you, and when yee have, once with 
the Theſſalonians,given your ſelves firſt tothe Lord, 
then yee are fit to give your ſelves to the Church 
for the Lords ſake. | 
2.Deniers Secondly, as they muſt be godly , who would be 


fel, fervants tothe Church ; fo they. muſt learn to deny 


themſelves z they muſt be taken off from all private 
ſelfe-engagements z _ they muſt ſet light by thei 
ewn eaſe, their own profit, and their own life : If any 
man ((aith Chriſt) come ta. me, and bate nat his-father, 
and mother, axd wife, and children, and brethren, and 
ſifters, yea , and bis own life alſa , he cannot bee my, Diſ- 
crpte. Scarchtbrough allthe Scriptures, you ſhall 
bardly finde a man who ever.was fitted to bee uſe- 
full in the Church , till he had ſet himſelfe afide; 
zTim. 4 No man that warreth, entangleth bimſelfe with the af- 
fares of thrs life,that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen. 
him to be a. ſouldier, And therefore it was the A,B,C, 
which, Chriſt taught al his followers, even this 
leſion of ſelfe-denall ; Y ou ſhall read Meat.20.V.22. 
That when the mother of 7ames and 7oþz came to. 
leck prefermext at Chriſts hand for her two ſonnes, 
that the one might fit at his 77ght hand, and the other 
at his /eft in his Kingdome, Chriſt preſently nips 
that motion inthe head, and tells. them, that inſtead 
of expecting ſuch high and pleaſant things in this 
world, they muſt (if they meant to be his Apoſtles). 


Iaike 14-26, 


Prepare t9-dr1zk of his cup, and ta.be baptized with bis. 
6aptiſme:; that is , take paines. and fuffer. trouble. 
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Beza, to appeare more inthe cauſe of God, andto 
owne religion to the purpoſe: He makes him an- 
{wer to this effe&, That he was their friend,but hee 
reſolved to put no further toSea,than that he might 
get to ſhore tf a ſtorme ſhould riſe, he reſolved nor to 
hazzard his hopes of the Crown of France, and you 
know what became of him. Sowhen men will make 
religion as twelve; and the world as thirteez, they 


will in ſad tryals, with Demas, forſake the cauſe and , win., :», 


ſervants of God, and embrace the preſent world: Like 
thoſe Potters recorded in the firſt of the Chro. who 
dwelt among plants and bedges : There they dwelt pwuh 
the King for bis work. A brand which the holy Ghoſt 
fets upon them , who when Cyrus proclaimed li- 
berty and encouragement to returne to 7eruſalem , 
to rebuild the Temple and ſet up the worſhip of 
God, refufed ro goe back with their brethren, and 
choſe rather ro dwell among plants and hedges, 
than to hazzard a gainefull trade, which they made 
of the Kings work. Obeloved , take heed of theſe 
ehoaking thornes ; the riches, cares, and pleaſures 


of this world ; eſpecially beware of the world,when 


it'comes with flattering allurements : Many ſhips 
have been ſwallowed in a calme,when they have out- 
rid ſeverall” ftormes. Tronbles and perſccurions , 
(like the winde in Plutarchs Parable) make men gird 
their cloak (their profeflion of religion and ſervice 
to rhe cauſe of God) cloſer to them, when rhe 
F 2 warme 


And verily fad experience hath raught this , that 5 ©*ybclp 
men are never cordiall to the Church of Chrift, 6-4 ctr. 
; who embrace this preſent werld, It is recordedof the 
King of Navarre then a Proteſtant being preſſed by 
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Rebus 1n adverſis facale eff contemnere vitam. 


There is a notable ſigry of a ſouldier of Antigonu, 
ene whom the Prince obſeryed to be a very valianc 
mad, ready to adventure upon any deſperate ſervice, 
and therefore much. favoured him; andodſerving 
that he ſti![ looked pale and lean, would needs know 


dangerous diſcaſe, he cauſed all poffible meanes to 
be uſed for his recovery; which when.it wa$accom- 


pliſhed, the Prince obſerved himto be lefſe forward: 


in ſervice than formerly, and demanding the rea- 
for, he. ingenuoufly acknowledged that now he felt. 
the ſweetneſſe of life, and was loth to loſe ir... And 


thus. doe many thouſands, who with /opatban when: 


they come.into a wood that drops. with honey,leave 
the chaſe of Gods encmies., and feed: upon the 


{weetneſſe of worldly advancement.. But, O'yee; 
\#:2.24 \Vorthics, fl all theſe things ; with Pawl,efteemoar 
\ Iiyes not dearetoyou: Let no earthly thing-move you; ſa: 


y0u may finiſh your courſe aud ſervice appotntedyou from 


and-for the Lord Te)us Chr :: and conclude with: 


Eſtber, if | periſh,1 periſb.. 


3.They muſt. | 


«nfaigned love-ro:the Churoh: planted in his heart, 
that it may beare fruit in; hislife andaRions.. Allwe 
dois nothing but oar labour of loye, -Love will force 


more than the ftrappado, draw more thana yoke of- 
_- 
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what he ayl:d, and finding that he-hada fecrer and - 


£6 \wSk& 


Thirdly, whoſoever would.bee a.reall, vſcfullin- 
gene  ftrument forthe good of the Church ,muſt'ger an- 
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oxen zt is a ſweet and ſtrong tyrant. When the 5 *45y bel 
Apoſtle Paul had preſſed the Corinthians earneſtly :»« chu 
to ſtudy for the beſt gifts to make them uſefull in <—<— 
the Church ; and to this purpoſegivesthem 2 cata- 

logue of the ſeverall gifts and graces which Chriſt, 

for this end,had ſhed abroad, when hee aſcended np 

ON high : Yet inthe laſt verſe of that chapterhee .c..... 
promiſeth to ſhew them 4 more excellent way, and that +728 
isthe way of love, which he layes downe in the thir- 

teenth chapter : which- will ace all things, ezdure all 

things, without which if men had the tongues of 

men and Angels, all other giftsof propheſie,know- 
ledge, &c. they are but as ſounding brafſe.o tenck ling 
cmbats. FT bis is the reaſon why Saior 7b» through- 
out all his Epiſtles calls for almoſt nothing bur 
love becauſe 1n that he calls for all. fy tttle chil- 
dren,love oneanothber, And this is; alſo the reaſon 
why the Devildoth-ſo infinitely labour to ſow the 
tares of diviſion in the fteld of rhe Church, hee 
knowes if he-can break the 40:4 of love, he breaks the 
bond of perfeF0n,and opens the floodgates to confu- 
ſion. Reſt not therefore,whoever thon art that de- 
freft todo-goodinthe Church.,till che love of it be 
fixed inthy breaſtzas deeply as the love of the Ark 
Was ifi bb bekevotie wi of Phineh's*, who died" 
for griefe whenthe Arke of God was taken: Or as 
Caliceis aid to have beer in Queen A arres, who 
affirmed. that if ber boay were opened Calice would bee 
found 13 ber heart, To this end, conſtder often how- 
dearethe- Church is to'thy deare Redeemer; how: 
comely andbeavtifullit is'in it ſelf; comely.rs the cur-" 
tains of Solomon, even when it is black as the tents of 
=— 20; Keadar/ 
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and e 
Ame glory. Theſe thoughts righrly working upon 
thy bent vl make che willingly ſpend and bee 
ſpent for the Churchesood : thy ſervices would 
not be as the motion ofa ſtone caſt our ofa ſling, at 
firſt ſwiftby virtue of a violent impreſſion;but con- 
ſtant, and ftrongeſt rather toward the latter end, as 
thoſe motions are ſaid to be which proceed from a 
naturall inward principle. So then you eafily ap- 
prehend the excellent uſe, and indeed the neceffity 
of the concurrence of theſe three qualifications of 
godlingſſe, ſelf-deniall, and love, to the making up of 
a good Church-man : the Lord make them evident 
in all your hearts and wayes. 
What theſe Next followes, VVhat men thus accompliſhed 
«be Cbucch may and muſt doe for the Church. The ſervice 
' required may be reduced to thefe two heads: 
Firſt, ſomewhat to prepare us foraRion, 
Secondly, Toa as we are prepared. 
By way of preparation three things are requiſite. 
2 2y way of Firſt, carefully ro #forme our ſelves of the ſtare and 
TG, mit  COnditiOn in which the. Churchis 4 otherwiſe wee 
| deprive our ſelves of all poſſibility of-being help- 
full to it, Bee a man neves ſo willing, and _ ſo 
adle 
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before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 29 


able to relieve the diſtreſſes of his brethren, hee can tro by 
neither heal the ſick, norhelp the poor, unlefſe hee crrch.__ 
knew who and where they were that needed, and : know the 
what helpe they wanted. This made Nehemreh (© Church, 
diligently to enquire concerning /eruſalem , and his *** 3: 
trethrex which were l:ft of the captivity. This made 

Danxiel fearch into leremiabs Prophefies ,'toknow 2» ». 
the condition ofthe Church,and learn his ownduty. 

2. This enquiry muſt norbe our of Athenian cu-?, $5974 
riolity,as moſt people enquire after newes; but ſo-to-cn- 
know , as to work our hearts tO a felowfeeling of 
their condition, otherwiſe all our.intelligence wilb 
be as dry clouds, flying over our heads without a- 
drop of raine. Thus did Nehemrabas ſoone as hee 
underſtood that bis brethren were in great affliFion 
ard reproach, the wall of Teruſalem broken downe, and 
the gates thereof burnt with fire, he ſate down and wept :- 
this prepared him for the good ſervice he did after- 
ward, Thus alſo-did Dezzel, who when God hadP-n*7- 
ſhewed him;though bur in-a viſion, the calamities- 
that were to-come vpon the Church ofthe Jewes: 
by Amtiochaus Epiphanes, be fainted,and was ſick certain. 
dayes. And the want of this: feHow-feeling is both- 
taxed and threatned by God in- Ames 6: No manis 
forry for the. affli&ion of Toſeph. God eſteeming it ans 
argument of - little love to fit. downe with Ha 
mas at 2 banquet , when. the City of Shufbaz is in 
nerplexity... | | 

2, As wee muſt know and'bee affe&ted with the\ ricymur 
Churches want, ſo we muſt enquire what is in 0&0 
power to-do for it, wherein we nazy be helpfull. This mo 4 
Iſhall have occaſion to ſpeakof afterward... RI = 2 
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1.?r: yſorit. 


Ionahi.s 


Pſal.122.6 


Iſa. 26,7 


Ier51. 50, 


All are cur- 


* theſe may be brought totwo heads. 


The ſecond ſort of dire&ions are for aQion, And 


Firſt, ſomewhat we muſt do: immediately to God 


for the Church, 


Secondly, ſomewhat wee muſt d6e for the Church 


from God, 


Firſt, that which wee areto doe to Sod for the 
Church isto pray for it. I name this f:rft, becauſe ir 
is the firſt and chiefeſt ſervice that we can perferm. 
If any other talent bee a penny, Prayer is a pound, 
This is the talent of all ralehbts: concerning which 
I ſhall ſpeak a little more fully,as the ſeaſonableneſſe 
of it requires. | 

Firſt it muſt be granted,that all the friends of the 
Church may help :t with their prayers: if with Peter 
they have no filver nor gold, but will give ſuch as 
they have,they may afford a ſub oy of prayer. They: 
have all the ſpirit of adoption,cnabling them to cry, 
Abba,Father:So that what theMaſter of the ſhip faid 
to 1onah, what meaneſt thou, © ſleeper ? ariſe and call 
«pon thy God: (though he could neither fit at erne, 
nor handle the tacklipgs, yet he might pray, ) may 
be ſaid to any man inregardof the Church ; though 

thou capſt neicher runne, nor ride, nor write 
nor fight, yetthou canft pray : Awake, awake. And 
as plaine it is, that God —_ it ſhould bee fo. O 
pray fer thepeace of Jeruſalem, Tou that make mentio 
of the Lord keep not filence : give him no ref , till bee 
eſtabliſh and make Teruſalem the praiſe of the earth. 
You that have eſcaped the ſword remember the Lord af ar 
off, and. let" leruſalem come into your minde. Burt the. 
cbicfe thing I aime atis,to diſcover the powerof 
| Prayer : 
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Commons e off 
ayer, - Which 1 ſhall hever bee able fully toex- viteyhcp 
preſſe; None can toll what Prajer can do, but he that the Church 
can tell what Ged cando. Yet theſe few concluſi- wh — 
ONS may give ſome light toward it, * chings Frag 


Firſt, Godhath zot promiſed to do any thing without 5. 
;t, It is confeſt, hedoth many things withour Pray- 
er, but he hath not promiſed to do any thing for his 
Church without ir. AU this will 7 doe, ({aith the tua 36s 
Lord) but for all theſe things will I be enquired by the 
houſe off Iſrael, Secondly, As be hath promiſed to 
do nothing without, fo he will do aff things by it © I ter.19.te.ihs 
will Yiſit yon (faith God) and performe my good word 
toward you ; but you mult performe your good work to- 
wards me ; Then ſhall ye call upon me, and you ſhall goe 
and pray unto me. Aske and you ſhell receive : this is \ ror.cg vs, 
the confidence that we have, that whatſoaver we as be at- 
cording to his will, we know that we have the peritions 
that we deſire of bmp. What cannot Prayer doe ? Tt 
is able to overthrow allencmies.: #hen 7 pray, mine v1. 35 a; 
enemies ſhall 149n back, An ubdred erghty five 1c.;7.;c. 
thouſand were overthrowne i'one night , after the * 5-27, 
Prayer of Hezetioh. It is able 'to turne avay all 
plagues, pe##:lence. famine, ſword, wild-beaits , what- 
foever plague or ſickneſſe rhere be , prayer aud ſfup- 
plication will heal all. -Itis able robring dowrteall 
merciesz it is the key of heaven: Elzeb,a man (ub- 
jet co the ſame 1nfirmities with us, hee prayed, an | 
the heaven was (bat ; he prayed again, and the heaven 
was 9fezed.- It is the moſt efficacious engine in the 
work, it openedthe priſon doores, and the iron 
eate,to ſer Peter at liberty. 
wiſdome, ſtrength, and poiicy. Vhat ſhould I ſay 
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> Ir prevailes over God himſelf, Tacob wraftlex 


Alareev- more 

kd . _ withGod, and prevailed : What was his wraſthog > 
— 15 What was the ſtrength, whereby, as 4 Prince,be had 
powernith God? Even this , be wept, and made ſuppli- 
cation to bm, Ir will not onely ſtop the Sun in his 

courſe, as 7 oſbua aid , Sun fiand thou ftilliz G 1beon, 

and thou Hoon tn the valley of Ajalon, but (with re- 

verence be ir fpoken) it holds that hand which rules 

2:0432.10. heaven and earth. Let mee alone, ſaid God to HMo- 

ſes, that 1 may deftroy them : Atoſes prayer hindred 
God from doing what hee ſeemed reſolved ro doe. . 

He ſaid be would have deftroyed them, had \not Moſes 

hs choſen ſtood before him in the gap, to turne away his 
wrathfull indignation. And thus ſome interpret that 
c:p.459.19 place of the Propher 1ſa#ah\, Aske mee of things to 
come, conceriing my Sounes ; and as concerning the 
works of my hands command yeme as if God hadmade 

over his owneomnipotencyto Prayer. * 
Oxefft. But whence isit that Prayer becomes thus effica- 
cious? Whatisthere in the fubmiſſtons-andſuppli+ 
cationsof poor worms to work ſuch wonders? 

eAvſw, Tanſwer, Theſe foure things meet in prayer,which 
| and :hcres- are the ſtrength of it; and-may-beyour farisfaRtion, 
_ Firſt, The perſons who. pray are Gods owne children, 
3H deaterto him than heaven and earth , tender as the 
apple ofhis owne eye : and we who ate parents kaow 
_""m. how prevalent thecryes of our own children are, we 
SM being evill can give good things-t0 our children, Sec. 

| 8s "As Gods owne Spirit dr#ates and endires their 
FF _  *-826, prayers for them: #e know not what to pray for as we 
__—--- ought, but the Spirit it ſelfe makes interceſsion for us; 
1% : » Now as.it is aidof the Sonne, I know thou heareſt ime 
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they had no aired 505.9 ann ou the worke 
onely and wholly upon Gods hand. Then God rells 

- them, The batzell is not yours but Eods 5, New you 
bave put it into my hands, you. ſhall ſee what will 
doe for you. And ſecondly, Whenthe work is done 
ir aſcribes the praiſeand glory of allto himtowhom 
alone it is due. If we mark ir, God hath lictle glory in 
the world farithoſe goodthivgs which men receive 
withour Prayer; their oy" parts, Wit , _— 
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veareco- myſt ſhare wich God z bur whar is mz by Prayer is 
fed ____ woruwiththankfulnefſegthere being a naturall relati- 
on betwixt praying and praiſing, as the rivers returne 
by rhe fea from whence theycore, + oo 
x--veaion © O that were able to teach you the' right uſe et 
*f.!s rhisengine.. And firſt lermeeſpeake to you (right 
Honowable and Beloved) the Lords and Commons 
sflembled in. this Parliament * Give 'mee leaveto 
ſhew you the true ſpring of all thar-pood, wirich 
wevire, by Bath come through your hands , fince your happy 
ay ofi- entrance upon your great work. God knows 1 would 
 narteclipſe your worth nar due praiſe: Ve rejoyce 
:. Wheace 1 yOu; and bleſſe God'for you 3} wee have" received = =Þ 
fene mercies FEAT METCIe$ by Your means : butare you the caufes 
n-ecive- Of rhem? Have they been-done by your wifdome ? 
and forecaſt, or for any worthinefle found'in your 
felves >Hathnor God them all almo{ by con- 
traries * Have not you beeti many times at a lofle, 
even at your witsend ? Hath not God marvelfoufly 
diſcovered wicked enterpriſes againſt yon, and al- 
molt miraculouſly preſerved you by his own naked 
are, ever ſince the beginning of your meeting ? 
Give therefore the glory where it is due, you ſhall 
have the honour of excellent inſtrumenrs , but this 
honeur is too high for you. Knowtherefore, Belo- 
*B ved, (and it will encreafe your honour to acknow- 
po _ tedgeit) rhat Prayer, and God by Prayer bath done 
4 allthis: While you have beenwith 7ojbnab fighting 
IF inthe valey, Moſes, Aaron and Hur have beet) at prayer 


prayer 


upon the mountain. God hath poured ma- 
oppanae the Kingdome , but more eſpecially in 
d about this great City, a moſt fervent- f 


Prayer: | 
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Prayer: In many thouſand families you are every 
day mentioned-at the throne of grace; few dayes 
of your Seflions have pafſedover, without extraor- 
dinary faftingandprayer,'either publikeorprivare 
ON your behalfe 5 And when prayer doth thus af- 
cend,mercies muſt needs deſcend. Ler God therfore 
have the chiefe honour for pouringout the ſpirit of 
prayer and ſupplication, the fruit whereof is the vp- 
bolding your hearts and fpirirs daily in your work. 


of G 


A—— 


x5 they hel; 
or help whe? 
the Church 


1#-* £ 


And this alfo intimates the beſt hope wee have a. owe 


of your good ſucceſle for the time to come ; even 
becauſe God hath pur" itinto'the heart of rhe Kings 
Majeſty and your ſelves, to' put the whole kingdoms 
intO a poſiure of prayer; we hope youreare 1n pur- 
ting the Kingdome into a poſture f defence , will be 
ferviceable t but wee expeR ourgreateſt helpatd 
advantage;as from'our datly prayers, fomore eſpect- 


ally fromrhoſeſolemz monthly dayes of harmitiation, 


that are afforded and appointed us. <f7 

riliam the Conquerour, when he was Dukeof 
"Normandy (according to the ſuperſtition of thoſe 
times } builded many Abbies,Monaſteries and Nun- 
neries, and coJd his friends he was atthiscoſtts 
ſtrengthen his Kingdome,eſteeming themas ſtrong 
forrifications, wherein 'he provided 'manyto fight 
againſt the devill, the world, and the fleſh: this be 
faid according tO his light, 1-can more truly ſpeak 
from Godthar in every-congregation where godly: 
Miniſters and godly e ſhall;aecording to pub- 


hopes of: 


more, 


lick direQtion, ly in the duſt; faſting ,angd mourging, 


and praying before the Lord; rthereare ſtrongholds 
et up for the: lafery of the Kingdome, [1 9 3% 09 


G 3 Secondly, 
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g Exhor- 


ration to 


help che 


©Th-re"\ by 


Praycr. 


M atives 


- thEreanto» 


' -QUr OWNRe eviguons and darkneſles have never ſtood 


x1 «<a> Secondly, bow ſadly doth. this ſpeak againſtmi- : 


pray, ſome well xot pray,ſure I am many doe 02 pray, 
who in all this long time of- Germanzes afflitions 
have never ſeparatedthemſclvesto afford one dayes 
prayer for the help of their brethren -:-and. in all 


upon the walls to help either England, Scotland, 
treland, King, or Parliament :- theſe are a miſerable 
generation.. And this their not praying for the 
Church is a ſad token againſt them, that when the 
Church of Chriſt ſhall ſz#g for joy of beart, them. 
ſelves ſhall cry for ſorrow of hearty and howle for texa- 
tion of ſpares. 

What remaineththen, but that all you who make 
mention of the Lord, and beare his Name, who have 
received this mercy , that you may have acceſle to 
the throne of grace, be quickned up, for the time 
to come, to ſtand upon the walls, to-give God tio 
reſt night nor day, to let leruſalem come into your 
mind , conſtantly to do that which Maſter Bradford 
made the ſubſcription of his letters, pray, pray,pray. 
God hath done great things forus ; but many great 
things are yet to be done; much rubbiſh robe re- 
moved ; many obſtrutions to bee. cleared, many 
enimies to bee overthrown. Ireland is to: be relie- 
ved, Religion to be eſtabliſhed; Prayer may do all 
this, we may overmatch all ourcnimics by prayer, 
diſcover all their plots by Prayer. | Let us: not bee 
1raytors 2gainſt che Church and Scare,in ſlighting or 
forbearing theuſe of chat,which may work all our 
works for-us z this.istodbetray the forrs of the King 
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» before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 47 
dome. But remember when1 exhort you to pray,/I & 1g, 1 © 
mean,Firſt, it-muſt be prayer indeed y many can tead 72% Cor. 2 
prayers, lay prayers, (ing prayers, many can conceive 4 
or utter prayers, who yet cannot pray':' Prayer 15a 
. pouring out of the ſoul to God: And ſecondly, this 
ſpirit poured out in prayer muſt be a pure ſpirit: 
If I regard iniquity in.my heart-,the Lord will not *6s. F 
heare my prayer. And thirdly, this prayer muſt be :<8.9n '— + 7 
a prayer of faith ;' Pray in fairh-and waver not," I 
and in a prayer of faith, three things muſt meet. 
Firſt, That the things begg'd be according to the 
will of God. Secondly , That theybe begg dinthe 
nameof Chriſt, Thirdly that werely upon the faich- 
ſulnefle of God, for the performanceof them. This 
3s tO. pray 10 Faith. Fourthly, Our prayers muſt bee 
fervent, bumble, conſtant, and when we have prayed, 
wee muſt remember, tharthough prayer be the grear 
meanes, yet prayer 1s not all the meanes. Prayer maſt 
quicken us up #9 the uſe of other means and lanaific 
us zz tneuſe of other means; other means are fruit- 
lefle without prayer, and prayer not ſeconded wich 
the uſe of other means, where they may be had,pre- 
vailes nor. Theſe things you cannot. be ignorant 
of, and therefore 1 only point at them, eſpecially - 
in theſe ftreights of rime, 2 
Oae thing more I muſt needs adviſe about before ? **» 
I pafle from this great help of, prayer. And thate-:- feb =» 
is, in what eſteerre praying ſpirits ſhould bee bad 9cir” of. 
amongſt allwiſemen ; I know the world flights and." 
ſcormes chem , but in truch they are the very Cha 
riots and Horſemen of Tſrael: Ten praying men mizhe 
have ſaved. Sodom, and the Cities round abou, 
EROS | Solomon; 


at the late Faſt 

ail xve cir- Solomon fairh, There was 4 little City and few men tt, 
jea or bet and a poore wiſe man by bis wiſdome delivered this 
Ecad 9.14 City from the ſiege of @ great King z Tet no man rewem- 
bred that | (ame -poore man. \ Traly thus it is with 

poore praying Chriſtians , they deliver the Hand 

and yer-no; man regards them. David knew how 

to- prize ſuch ſpirits, who, though hee were a Kiog, 
thoughttheny fatto bee his companions who 'cal'd 
Rom.15.30. UPON rhename of God. Paul knew how to Prize 
themwho begged for prayers, as 2 priſoner for a ran- 
ſome; Newl beſeech you brethren,for the LordleſusChriſts 
ſake,that you prayfor me. Y ea,Joaſh though anldolater, 

when the praying Prophet Eliſba lay a dying, wepr, 
andcryed, as ſenſible of looſing the chiefe fupporr 

aing,; Of bis Kigrornn my father, my father,the Chariots 
+ of 1ſrael, and the borſemes thereof, Nay, which is yet 
more,a heathenEmperour Marcus Aurelius finding by 
experience the power of the prayers of Chriſtans , 
gaveallche world norice of ir,ftaid the perſecution 

againſt the Chriſtiangand call'd that bandof Chri- 

ſtians Legrofulminatrix, the thundring band: Ler 

us therefore not fall ſhort of heathens, "let us nor 
undervalue or flight them, who carry the Keyes of 

19.2, heaven at their girdle. Verily (Right honourable 
and beloved ) 1f you knew what bleſſings they are in 

the midit of the land, you would take pleaſiire in 
them, you would ſcek for praying friends, praying 
ſervants, praying tenants 3 you would deſire to have 
a flock goc in every one Of their veſſels. You would 
faytothemall, as they to their companions going 
upto the houſeof God,To pray before the Lord andto 
Wet the Lord of boſtes, 7 will go alſo, ea,you would lay 
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held upon the $kirt of theſe wen, ſaying wewil geewirh iherhely 
Jeu, for we have beard that God 15 nith you, This is God: Cher. 
the greateſt belp which we cangive tothe Church - 
of Chriſt.. This wee Cce immediatelyto God for 
ihe Church. 

There are ſome thirgs alſo which we muſt doe :To mpio 


all our gifts 


fer the Church frem Cod : The particulars are in- and Tatcn:s 
rvmerable, bur in regard the time is wEolly ſpent, 215, 
1 ſhall give you the ſumre of all in one ſhorts 4 
corclufion. And indeed a little time may make it 
cleareto your underſtardings, — the practiſe . 
of it require the ſtudy of your whole lives. . © 
The concluſion is this, Whatſoever abilities any 

have received in any kind, they are given to them 
tO this veryend, to be ſerviceable and uſefull to the 
Church of Chriſt with theta : 4//the manizfeftations * <= 157 
of the ſpirit in gifts ard graces, re chiefly gruen for 
this-end to profir the Church with; all the lively- 
hood of @ur naturall faculties, of our ations, of our 
worldly.wealth , of office or authority, are given 
us, not for our own'carpall ends, no nor primarily 
for our own ſalvation; but that with them all wee 
ſhould be as good: Stewards of the manifuld graces of ****4'> 4 
God, | So that our hands if skilfull to write, ſhould 26 
be employed as Secretaries of the Church, our feet 48 
28-MHeſſengers of the Church, our tongues as A4d- . 
Tocates forthe Church,our Wildome and learningas 
Counſellors for the Church, our wealth as Stewards 
or Almoners for the Church. Whatever any man 
hath;the-Lord would: bave his Church to be the 4 
Common-ojehouſe ,- into which all ſhould bee AF 

brought ,-the body to which all ſhould be ſervicez» ;; Il 
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At are <vi-2blerjuſt as it was when the Tabernaclewas to be built: 

fed 25 they Not Only Bezaleel and Hboltab, men $kilfull in all 

. K-0%.:5 manner of work, were to beſtow their labours upon 

itz . but all wich whom any thing was to. be: found, 

wherher filver or braſſe, or fine linnen, or | Goats 

baire, or Badgers skins, or Rams skins; all with a 
willing beart were to bringiit in yea, the very wo- - 
men,that cculd fpinne either linnen, or woollen; or 
baire, wereall to be cmployed to further the work 
of the Tabernacle. | Ws | 
T his needs no proofe, every mans fpirit carries 
him to do all this for whatſoever is his ſwmmaun bo- 
»: mm, his chiefeſt happineſle z ſuch: as make Mam- 
mon their God,or their belly, do readily contribute 
all they hare or can dee to the ſervice of them. I 
x9;lication ſhall ſhut up all with a briefe application, Firſt,for 

«t thi:  reproofe, Secondly for duty. : |. - | 

How ſ:dly doth this fpeak concerning them whoſe 
wot who ſerviceableneſſe to the Church conſiſts only in 
p<rs co this EMPty and barren wiſhes! the ſame which they can 
-<- and doe afford to any creature which they ſee to 
be in diftrefſe z they love the Church, rhey piry the 
miſeries of the Church , are ſorry for Eermany, 
when they think on it, and that is but feldome : 
_hiek erieve for Ireland, bat require 
hands to underwrite fra legs to walk , their 
purſes to contribute, their authority to-commandor 
countenance, &c. they can" ſpare none + of -all 
theſe. They have' a botromleſle guife called: 
which ſwallowes all they are, have,orcan dee,and yet 
' tsnever ſatisfied. Aske them if | 


* *, 
us. * <> 
>. > 
\ F 
— 

- 


z- For re- 
proofe of 


donotbing for the Charch;they anſwer readily rhey 
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eſther their 


ſexe, 
they: have'a heart to 
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pray for it wirh all their heart , and that isall they 
can doe, Bur let all ſuch falſe-hearred Chriftians 


 know,that the Lord needs none of their help, and 
- cares as little for their dry barren prayers, as the 


re beggar did for the Biſhops bleſſing, who 
rd; a peny , but denyed that, and put off 


with the offer of a benediction, told bim that hee 
perceived his peny was better than his bleffing, o- 
therwiſe he had denyed him that alſo. Inthe meane 
time think how thou wilt appeare in the day of 
thine account , when the not having much, but the 
improving of what we had to our maſters advantage, 
will 'bring-the Exge boze ſerve z / when others ſhall 
come inand ſay , Lord thy pound hath gained five 
pounds ; when ( as Gregory ſayes) Peter ſhall come 
in with his gaine of ſudea, Andrew of Africa, T homas 
of India, Paul, and the reſt,of many Nations; M in1- 
ſtersbring in their ſheaves of ſoules, private Chri- 
ſtians their gleanings and bundles z And thou a 
peare empty, thy talent buried or embezelled, ? 
age ſpent, thy candle burnt out, nothing done by thee 
for the Church ; when ir ſhall appeare that thou 
haſt had gold andfilverts feather thy own ne, power 
and authority to terrific thy neighbours ; like a 
great Tree cruſhing or overdropping all rhat ſtand 
neare thee; and haſt had this worlds goods, as the 
Leviathan the Sea, onely ro take. thy pleaſure, 


and fatisfie thy luſts in them. Woe unto thee if Lyr.:: ;; 


thy Maſter finde rhee thus doing. This gaine of 


you Right honourable, and beloved ; Whar words 
: H 2 


2s they help 
or hetp nor 
Govis Chur, 


thy Talents, will bethe loſſe of rby own foule, |... 
- Secondly, for exhortation to all, eſpecially to boraion, 
Houſe of 


Ga f*atl:avcnr, 
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ſo wholly to the Lord and to bis Church , that all 


ſhalll uſe > How ſhall I make vp a erengeh to pre- 
all you 


vail wich you,to give up yourſelves and; have 


your other outward occaſions.may not ſo much as 
dare to expe anything, from you, ſo long as the 
Church hath need of it; that your pleaſures and ſu- 
perfities,nay your profirs. 8 ſomerimes neceſſities, 
may never offer to come in. competition, with the 
Church of Gud,for any thing which you call yours. 
Q that youcould hear the Lord ſpeaking to you in 
the ſame language as once he ſpake to Cyrm,For Jacob 
my ſervan!s ſake,ana 1ſrael mine elet,l bave even talled 
thee by thy name | I confeſle thar inſteadof exhorting 
we have juſt cauſe to bleſſe God for you, when we 
conſider how you, who heretofore have lived at eaſe 
and in pleaſure enjoying the delightsofthe ſons of 
men, have now changed your: pleaſures for. paines, 
your delights for dangers, your profits and gazzs.for 
expences,your bouſes for lodgings, and ſtill continue 
todeny your ſclves inall theſe things, and goe on in 
your unwearied labours for the Church andcauſe of 
God. This is. great matter. of praiſeto God ,and. 
honour to $agy > Generous plantsandodori- 
ferous ſpices (they ſay)grow onely in hot regions : 
ſuch fruirs as yours are not brought ſorth by every. 
plant, ſuch plants as [on grow not On everyground. 
But » ye on, ye Nobles and Worthies, forget what 


is behind z God and his people will not-forget it : 
look and preſſe torhe work which yet remains: Ger 
the reſolutien of Z:ſc that brave Bohemian Cap- 
tain, who not onely was willing to fight while he 1i- 

ved, but bequeathed his skin when he dicd, to bee 

| made - 
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f madeadrumhcadfortbeferviceofthe warte. Hold ;'b5,%% 
out to theend, Claath ye with zeale as with «cloak; put 50%: Chne 
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x righteouſneſſe as your ornament: Bee good' ſhe ad 
erds ſtill, to reſcue and feed the flock nies 
'to you : Be ſo wu Sauiours upon mount Sion. All ovir. ate. 
this ſhall be done for the beſt Maſter; all this ſeed 

will be ſown in the moſt fruitfull ground , the bo- 
ſome ofthe Church : and to quicken you the more, 
remember how much of the golden: time which is 
one you have waſted, with Dom#tian, incatching of 
yes ; how much of your eſtate hath bin ſpent need- 
leſly in piQures, feaſtings, buildings , ſportings , if 
not worſe, in: riot and diſorder ; how much of your 
ſtrength hath been beſtowed in the ſervice of this 
world, andthe God of it : and now when the gray 
hairesare ſcattered upon ,many of you, and God 
might juſtly caſt you afideas brokenveſlſels,the Lord 
ſhould chooſe you, and accept you in the moſt ho- 
nourable ſervice that the ſons of menare capable 
| of z nay-that ſervicewhich he employed bis owne 
| S0n in.. Howreadily; and cheerfully ought you to 
conſecrate your ſelvs and ſervice'to this work {you 
ſhould.come from your habitations and countries, 

as the Levite from the place where he ſojourned with all Pon. 18 66. 
the deſires of your minds to ſerve the Lora your God. 
And to you the reſt; beſide your Prayers,the exi- > 7 all 
gence of the Churchat this ,preſent.time requires © 
from you many other things. It may be fome of you 
may be called ,as ſouldiers ;to fpend your blood jn 
the Churches cauſe : If you knew the honour and 
thereward that belongs to ſuch a ſervice, you would 
fay,as the Martyr once, "= every haire on your 

3. 
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head a life, you would venture themall in the Chur- 
ches cauſe. Irmay be others of you may, with Nee 
hemiabyve called from your own eaſe" and honour to 
ſome weariſome task , embrace it readily. Ir is like 
your colleRions and comributions will be more fre- 
quent than ofrdinary,and very ſhortly in an extraor- 
dinaty occaſion, for the relief of our diſtreſſed bre- 
chrefi in Irelznd: many inthe City of London have 
ſer excellent'examples;let me provoke you by their 
pattern, as the Apoſtle Paul did the Corinthians to 
the like work, by propounding to them the example 
of- Macedonia : Onely remember this, that whar 

briſt as gi- 


ven to his owne perſon ; 2nd whom would not this 


provoke > It is reported of Maſter Fox, that when a 
poore man-asked ſomething of him for Chriſt Jeſus 
ſake, be queſtioned with the'manyyherher hee knew 
Jeſus Chriſt ; arid Fading figves that the man was a 
Belcever, hee gave him his hotſe, when hee had no 
money, I commend not his diferetion; but bis zeal 
andcharity were admirable. Do ſomewhat propor- 
tionable to' the diftreſſe of your brethreng-Behold 


3: 


your Saviour comming naked, aid hungry, and ba- 
niſhed intheſe his affliQed members. And in what- 
ſoever elſe the Lord -and his Church Cog ip: 


any needof you, remember that Gods bleſſing is vp- 
on them that'come'to helpehim: andrhat Aeroz, 
and with Meroz all others 'are curſed, who tome zo: 
ot tothe belp of the Lord again it the mighty, | 
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Die Veneris 25, Febra1641, 
| T u thu day ordered by the Houſe of Commons, 
Þ that no man ſhall Print the Sermons Preached — 
on the laſt Faſt day , before the Houſe of Com- 3 
mons, by Maſter Calamy and Maſter Marſhall, I 
beſides themſelves , for the Fþace of theſe two 
monetbs, without the particular Licence and Ap- 
probation of the ſaid Houſe of Commons. 


H.Elſynge Cler. Parl.D,Com. 
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Heſeare to. give notice ,thar I appoint 
faſter Gellibrand to print my Sermon. 
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